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TRIBUTE TO TARBUT V’TORAH 
COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL 

HON. MIMI WALTERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California. Mr. 
Speaker, today I wish to recognize Tarbut 
V’Torah Community Day School (TVT) for re-
cently having been ranked the number one 
private school for academics in Orange Coun-
ty, California from niche.com. TVT was also 
recognized as being the number one Jewish 
school for academics in the nation by Niche. 
As a result of their outstanding accomplish-
ments, TVT was recently presented with a cer-
tificate of recognition from the County of Or-
ange for achieving these excellent honors. 
Today, I applaud TVT for their tremendous 
academic accomplishments. 

TVT, a Jewish day school with over 500 stu-
dents, is a nurturing, caring community that 
embraces pluralism, cultivates Jewish identity 
and inspires students to lead meaningful Jew-
ish lives. The school is known for its individ-
ualized college preparatory environment, 
which challenges students to think critically, 
work collaboratively, and explore creatively in 
order to realize their fullest potential. TVT also 
strives to encourage students to be inquisitive 
learners, compassionate citizens and coura-
geous leaders in their community and in the 
world. 

The success of TVT students is dem-
onstrated through their exceptional standard-
ized test scores and high acceptance rates 
into our nation’s top universities. For example, 
the acceptance rate of TVT students to Stan-
ford University is 12.1 percent, in comparison 
with the 5.1 percent national average. The ac-
ceptance ratios for other top universities are 
as follows: UC Berkeley, 41.7 percent vs. 17 
percent; USC, 53 vs. 17.8 percent, and UCLA, 
31 vs. 18.2 percent. Furthermore, TVT SAT 
scores surpassed the national average by 
more than 400 points, and TVT ACT scores 
outranked the national average 29 to 21. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the students, 
faculty, and those who govern the school, for 
their accomplishments and academic success 
within the community. It is an honor to rep-
resent such an accomplished school in the 
United States Congress, and I wish them the 
best in their future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING PHILIP B. PHILLIPS 
FOR BEING SELECTED FOR THE 
NAIOP OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA 
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
TRADE ASSOCIATION’S LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a great Floridian businessman, 

Mr. Philip B. Phillips, founder of the real estate 
development firm Phillips & Co, on receiving 
the NAIOP of Northeast Florida commercial 
real estate trade association’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

Mr. Phillips founded Phillips & Co in 1986, 
and since then his firm has completed more 
than 1 million square feet of projects in Jack-
sonville, Orlando and Pensacola. He is a pillar 
in the Jacksonville business community, and a 
valuable partner in the economic growth and 
development of Northeast Florida. 

Under Mr. Phillips’ skillful leadership, his 
commercial real estate firm was responsible 
for constructing some of the largest projects in 
the Jacksonville area. He has developed the 
five-building Meridian complex in Deerwood 
Park, the four-building Greystone Project, and 
the 214,000 square foot multi-phase Central 
Park development. These projects have added 
countless jobs to the Jacksonville community 
as well as contributed to the economic suc-
cess of our Northeast Florida economy. 

NAIOP is one of the foremost commercial 
real estate industry organizations in the United 
States. It provides its members with numerous 
networking opportunities, educational pro-
grams, industry innovations, and strong legis-
lative representation for the commercial real 
estate community. NAIOP’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award is one of the greatest honors that 
the organization can bestow. The award rec-
ognizes those distinguished individuals for 
their lifetime work in the commercial real es-
tate industry. 

Mr. Phillips is truly deserving of this very 
distinguished honor; and the First Coast is 
proud to count him among our own. His 
lifework exemplifies everything for which 
NAIOP’s Lifetime Achievement Award stands 
for. The Jacksonville business community is 
forever indebted to Mr. Phillips for his lifetime 
contributions. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and Members of the 
House to join me in this very special congres-
sional salute to this Jacksonville Business 
leader, Philip B. Phillips. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, due to a death in 
my immediate family I was unable to be 
present for votes on the House floor the week 
of February 9, 2015. Below is an explanation 
of how I would have voted and why. 

I would have voted for H.R. 719, the TSA 
Office of Inspection Accountability Act of 2015 
because the bill requires Transportation Secu-
rity Administration Criminal Investigators to 
spend at least half of their time investigating 
individuals suspected of committing a crime. 

I would have voted for H.R. 720, the 
Gerardo Hernandez Airport Security Act of 
2015 to ensure the Transportation Security 

Administration has adequate emergency plans 
in place to handle a shooting attack at an air-
port. 

I would have voted for H.R. 431, to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal to the Foot Sol-
diers who participated in Bloody Sunday, 
Turnaround Tuesday, or the final Selma to 
Montgomery Voting Rights March in March of 
1965, which served as a catalyst for the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965. I am a cosponsor of 
the bill. 

I would have voted against S. 1, the Key-
stone XL Pipeline Approval Act because the 
bill allows a Canadian company to be exempt 
from paying its fair share into the Oil Spill Li-
ability Trust Fund, which could leave tax-
payers on the hook for an expensive clean-up 
in the event of an oil spill. Furthermore, the 
current planned route for the pipeline runs di-
rectly over the Ogallala aquifer, putting at risk 
a critical freshwater supply. 

I would have voted for H.R. 644, the Fight-
ing Hunger Incentive Act of 2015 to encourage 
donations to charitable organizations. The bill 
would expand tax deductions for food dona-
tions, property conservation donations, and 
charitable foundations. 

I would have voted for H.R. 636, the Amer-
ica’s Small Business Tax Relief Act of 2015 
because the bill is designed to help small 
businesses grow and create new jobs. This bill 
would facilitate investment in new equipment, 
new property, and technology upgrades for 
small businesses. Providing tax relief will help 
level the playing field for small businesses, 
which will stimulate economic growth and cre-
ate jobs across the country. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR H.R. 431—CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL FOR 
SELMA FOOT SOLDIERS 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand today in strong support of H.R. 431, a 
bill that will bestow the Congressional Gold 
Medal upon the courageous Foot Soldiers who 
participated in ‘‘Bloody Sunday,’’ ‘‘Turnaround 
Tuesday,’’ and the final March from Selma to 
Montgomery, Alabama in 1965. 

As we commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of their displays of courage and determination, 
I am inspired by the thousands of citizens, 
from all walks of life—including my good friend 
and colleague, Congressman JOHN LEWIS— 
who came together to march for equal voting 
rights for future generations. 

I commend these brave men and women for 
following their conviction and sacrificing their 
blood, sweat, and tears to bring about the 
change that this country so desperately need-
ed. 

However, Mr. Speaker, our work is not yet 
done! 

It was only two years ago, when the Su-
preme Court gutted the Voting Rights Act by 
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ruling Section 5 unconstitutional. Since this 
ruling, we have seen an unprecedented num-
ber of bills introduced in state legislatures in-
tended to restrict the precise right that the 
men and women we are honoring today fought 
to gain. 

Not only are minority and low-income Ameri-
cans’ voting rights under assault, but the per-
sistent opportunity gaps in employment, edu-
cation, life skills, and career preparation con-
tinue to make the American Dream elusive for 
far too many Americans. 

We must follow the example of these brave 
Foot Soldiers, and continue to fight injustice 
and inequality to create economic opportuni-
ties for everyone. 

f 

STEM EDUCATION ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TONY CÁRDENAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I offer today 
my full support for H.R. 1020, the STEM Edu-
cation Act of 2015. In an increasingly tech-
nology-based world, businesses and other or-
ganizations continue to invest in, and rely 
heavily upon, information technology (IT) to in-
crease efficiency, reduce costs, and safeguard 
information. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics projects that the high tech industry will be 
among the fastest growing industries in the 
coming years. We must do more to ensure 
that our youth are properly prepared and edu-
cated to compete in the job market of the fu-
ture, so that the United States can continue to 
be an international innovation leader. Unfortu-
nately, our education system has been slow to 
adapt to the growing demand for computer 
scientists and software engineers. By 2020, 
there will be an estimated 1.4 million computer 
programming jobs, with only 400,000 Amer-
ican computer science students to fill those 
jobs. 

With globalization increasing competition for 
high paying jobs, I cannot stress enough the 
importance and value of a strong and innova-
tive computer science education in today’s 
economy. Computer programming jobs are 
growing at twice the national average rate of 
job growth and computer science remains one 
of the highest paying college degrees, more 
than doubling the national median annual 
wage. These jobs also provide Americans with 
a living-wage and an opportunity to be finan-
cially secure. According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the median annual wage in 
2010 for computer programmers was $71,380 
while the median annual wage was $33,840 
for all workers. 

I support H.R. 1020, because it continues 
the push for STEM programs to better prepare 
our youth for the computer programming jobs 
of the future so that the United States can 
continue being a world leader in innovation. 

WELCOMING AUNJANUE ELLIS TO 
‘‘MOVING FORWARD AND SET-
TING THE WORLD’’ 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
welcome Ms. Aunjanue Ellis to the annual 
Black History Month event ‘‘Moving Forward 
and Setting the World,’’ organized by the 
Canisius College Academic Talent Search 
Program. 

The Moving Forward and Setting the World 
event will feature the African-German Art Exhi-
bition from Homestory, Germany to honor 
Black History Month. 

The Canisius College Academic Talent 
Search Program, the host of this event, has 
shaped positive impact on many Western New 
York communities. The program is among 
eight federally funded TRiO programs estab-
lished under Title IV of the Higher Education 
act of 1965. The Academic Talent Search Pro-
gram provides educational, social and career 
support services for individuals with disadvan-
taged backgrounds in local schools and com-
munity service organizations. 

Ms. Aunjanue Ellis, who I welcome to this 
event, is a famed actress who will star as the 
lead character in the 2015 miniseries ‘‘The 
Book of Negroes.’’ Ms. Ellis has also been a 
star in award winning films such as ‘‘The 
Help,’’ ‘‘Men of Honor,’’ and ‘‘Ray.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rise 
today to welcome the accomplished Ms. 
Aunjanue Ellis. I ask you to join me in thank-
ing Ms. Ellis for speaking at this valued local 
event. I wish Ms. Ellis continued success in 
her acting career, and to continually see Ms. 
Ellis in influential roles. 

f 

HONORING GONZALO ARROYO 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Gonzalo Arroyo for his nearly two 
decades of commitment to helping low-income 
and immigrant families in Aurora, Illinois, 
through his leadership of Family Focus Au-
rora. 

Gonzalo began working at Family Focus’ 
Aurora Center in 1996, and has served as the 
director of the facility since 1998. During that 
time, he has helped countless families and in-
dividuals through the organization’s many pro-
grams, from counseling new parents to com-
puter classes aimed at improving work skills. 
Under Gonzalo’s direction, Family Focus also 
has become a leader in providing guidance for 
recent immigrants looking to start a new chap-
ter of their lives in Illinois. 

I would like to congratulate Gonzalo for his 
hard work and his commitment to Family 
Focus Aurora and the people of our commu-
nity. Although Gonzalo’s leadership will be 
missed, I have no doubt that the work he has 
done and the lessons he has passed on will 
continue to serve and inspire the people of 
Aurora for many years to come. 

HONORING MARTINSVILLE CANDY 
KITCHEN OF MARTINSVILLE, IN 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, mom- 
and-pop businesses are a vital part of local 
economies. Martinsville Candy Kitchen, lo-
cated in Martinsville, Indiana, is a primary ex-
ample of a small, family-owned business that 
has maintained a tradition of community in-
volvement and devotion to making quality 
products. The Candy Kitchen not only influ-
ences the local economy but also serves as 
an important landmark in the Martinsville com-
munity. 

The Martinsville Candy Kitchen has been in 
operation since 1919, producing 16 flavors of 
candy canes and other sweet treats. Over 
30,000 candy canes are handmade in this 
shop every year. Considering that a batch 
takes more than 3 hours, we can understand 
the immensity of the task they take on each 
year. The owners of the business, Pam and 
John Badger, have been known to spend late 
nights in the kitchen working on large batches 
of candy canes. Therefore, I am proud to 
honor the Martinsville Candy Kitchen in this in-
stallment of the 9th District’s ‘‘Hoosier Small 
Business Spotlight.’’ 

Following 95 years of business, the 
Martinsville Candy Kitchen continues to be a 
staple within the area in which it operates. 
People from all across Indiana visit the busi-
ness to see candy canes being made during 
‘‘pour times,’’ becoming a Christmas tradition 
for many families. In addition, the alleyway ad-
jacent to the shop has been officially named 
‘‘Candy Cane Lane’’ in recognition of the 
Candy Kitchen’s presence in the community. 

The history of Martinsville Candy Kitchen 
begins with its founder, Jim Zapapas, who 
learned the candy trade in St. Louis before 
moving to Indianapolis in 1916. His business 
originated as a short-order restaurant, soda 
fountain, and candy shop two years later. 
Over time, the company has had several own-
ers. In early 2004, Pam and John Badger 
bought the Candy Kitchen from Bob and 
Karen Boyce, who were on the verge of hav-
ing to close the doors of their business. The 
Badgers decided to buy the company in order 
to keep the historic business as a living part 
of Martinsville. Balancing their time between 
working full-time jobs and owning a business, 
they demonstrated their dedication to the com-
munity and the work ethic necessary to run a 
successful organization. 

The Badgers’ devotion to their customers 
and to the quality of their products has sus-
tained their company’s legacy. Their efforts 
serve as a testimony to the longstanding suc-
cess of their business. The Candy Kitchen has 
been a Martinsville attraction since opening 
over 95 years ago, and it will continue to be 
a significant landmark for years to come. 

f 

HONORING GUSTAVO SAMBRANO 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to rise today to recognize Mr. Gustavo 
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Sambrano, a native El Pasoan with a com-
mendable record of service to his community 
and our nation. 

Mr. Sambrano was born on March 26, 1932. 
He attended Bowie High School, a local insti-
tution with a rich and distinguished history of 
overcoming adversity and a consistent dedica-
tion to service. Mr. Sambrano was a proud 
member of the 1949 Texas state champion-
ship baseball team. This team primarily con-
sisted of economically disadvantaged, Mexi-
can-American students from El Paso’s historic 
Segundo Barrio neighborhood. While traveling 
to Austin to play in the state championship, 
the team faced rampant racial discrimination. 
Upon arrival and against all odds, the Bears 
beat the most favored team in the state, the 
Austin Maroons. Mr. Sambrano would con-
tinue to remain engaged with his teammates 
and participate in community initiatives 
throughout his lifetime. In 2006, the El Paso 
Baseball Hall of Fame recognized the accom-
plishments of the team. Additionally, Sports Il-
lustrated wrote a 2011 feature on the team 
further amplifying recognition of their profound 
accomplishment. 

Following graduation from high school in 
1950, Mr. Sambrano enlisted in the United 
States Air Force. Mr. Sambrano served honor-
ably in numerous locations throughout the 
world to include England, Greenland, Italy, 
Korea, Spain and Thailand. 

Following retirement after 20 years of faith-
ful service from the U.S. Air Force, Mr. 
Sambrano attained a B.A from The University 
of Texas at El Paso. Mr. Sambrano continued 
to serve his local community as an educator 
with the El Paso Independent School District 
and his nation through federal civilian service 
in numerous capacities, with his career even-
tually culminating in retirement from the De-
fense Logistics Agency in Alexandria, Virginia. 
Following the completion of his civilian career, 
Mr. Sambrano once again returned home to El 
Paso, the community he held dearly. 

I thank Mr. Sambrano for being an honor-
able ambassador of our community to the 
world through his notable service. While his 
road to success was often filled with adversity, 
Mr. Sambrano represents the ambition, dedi-
cation, perseverance and resilience that is so 
indicative of the many great El Pasoans I have 
the distinct privilege to represent. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
KENTUCKY 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the University of Kentucky, 
which celebrates its sesquicentennial anniver-
sary this month. As an original land grant re-
search university and Kentucky’s flagship pub-
lic institution of higher learning, UK is the cor-
nerstone of education in the Commonwealth, 
having prepared graduates of exceptional 
quality and character for 150 years. 

With humble beginnings in 1865, the school 
began as the Agricultural and Mechanical Col-
lege of Kentucky University. In the time since 
its founding, the University of Kentucky has 

maintained its traditional values while also ex-
tending and enhancing its multifaceted mission 
of teaching, research, service, and health 
care. The University of Kentucky has pro-
gressed from its early innovative roots to be-
come a vibrant and diverse place of develop-
ment and potential. 

Its faculty, staff, students, and alumni are 
deeply devoted to the University’s central 
value of service to others. Students are 
civically engaged and most take advantage of 
the volunteer, leadership, service, and activ-
ism opportunities on the University’s diverse 
and creative campus. 

The University of Kentucky now looks to the 
next 150 years of higher learning, innovative 
discovery, transformative outreach and sophis-
ticated care, as it honors the legacy of those 
who established its campus, nurtured its early 
work, upheld and enhanced its mission in the 
present, and who will deliver a new century of 
promise in the future. Athletics have also been 
an important part of the school’s heritage, with 
the Kentucky Wildcats laying claim to more 
than 30 NCAA Championships and 270 con-
ference titles across 22 intercollegiate sports. 
In particular, the University of Kentucky is 
home to the ‘‘Greatest Tradition in College 
Basketball’’ as the winningest program of all- 
time, in both the number of total wins and total 
win percentage. The Cats have also proven 
dominant in the postseason, with the most 
NCAA tournament appearances, the most 
tournament game wins, and eight national 
championships. 

There is no doubt that the University will 
continue to accrue both academic and athletic 
achievements into the 21st Century. I encour-
age my colleagues to join in congratulating my 
alma mater, the University of Kentucky on this 
milestone. Kentuckians are proud of the 
progress this distinguished institution has 
made over the past 150 years in preparing our 
nation’s next generation of leaders for suc-
cess, and look forward to seeing all of the 
prosperity that the next 150 years will bring. 

Go Cats. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
84 on H.R. 212, I am not recorded due to in-
clement weather resulting in a travel delay. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
Aye. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GABRIELLE 
DEBINSKI AND MILLICENT 
ALLAN OF THE UNI-CAPITOL 
WASHINGTON INTERNSHIP PRO-
GRAM 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, for decades 
the United States and Australia have shared a 

special union, being one of our nations closest 
cultural, economic, and security partners. I rise 
today to recognize a unique international ex-
change program between our two nations: the 
Uni-Capitol Washington Internship Program 

For the past 16 years, the Uni-Capitol Pro-
gram has paired students from Australia with 
offices on Capitol Hill. Since the program’s in-
ception, more than 170 students, from 10 part-
ner Australian universities located across 5 of 
the 6 Australian states and the Australian 
Capital Territory, have participated. The stu-
dents in this program are the best and the 
brightest that Australia has to offer. They bring 
a unique perspective to the House and Senate 
offices that they serve—strengthening the spe-
cial alliance between our two nations and fos-
tering greater understanding and mutual re-
spect between us. 

This year, it has been my pleasure to host 
two outstanding Australian students in my 
Washington office: Ms. Gabrielle Debinski and 
Ms. Millicent Allan. Gabrielle and Millicent are 
great examples of the high-caliber students 
this program provides Congressional offices. 
They both proved themselves to be very intel-
ligent and hard working. Furthermore, they ex-
celled in drafting correspondence to my con-
stituents, researching legislative issues, and 
attending briefings, all while demonstrating a 
desire to learn about, and engage in, the im-
portant policy issues facing our nation. 

Mr Speaker, I have no doubt that Gabrielle 
and Millicent will go on to do great things in 
their future. I wish them both all the very best, 
and the Uni-Capitol Washington Internship 
Program many more years of continued suc-
cess. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained on February 24, 2015 and missed 
roll call votes on H.R. 212 and H.R. 734. Had 
I been present, I would have voted Yea on 
Roll Call 84, and Yea on Roll Call number 85. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,141,409,083,212.36. We’ve 
added $7,514,532,034,299.28 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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HONORING WILKINSON MIDDLE 

SCHOOL STUDENT TANNER 
BARNDOLLAR 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise to recognize an eighth 
grade student from my district, Tanner 
Barndollar, for his work in designing a mission 
patch that was recently flown to the Inter-
national Space Station. Tanner attends 
Wilkinson Middle School in Madison Heights, 
Michigan. 

Mission patches have been used on NASA 
flights since the early days of the U.S. space 
program. The tradition was for the astronauts 
to design a patch to symbolize their flight. To 
this day, I remember the mission patch for the 
Apollo 11 flight to the Moon. The patch for that 
mission was designed by the pilot of the com-
mand module, Michael Collins, and showed a 
bald eagle landing on the Moon carrying an 
olive branch in its talons. That patch became 
an iconic emblem of the first Moon landing. 

To this day, mission patches remain impor-
tant symbols of all NASA flights. The patch 
designed by Tanner Barndollar accompanied a 
microgravity experiment designed by four 
other Wilkinson students. Unfortunately, the 
first attempt to get this experiment and the 
mission patch up to the international space 
station failed when the unmanned rocket car-
rying them exploded shortly after liftoff last Oc-
tober. Fortunately, NASA was able to find 
space on another rocket to the space station 
that launched in January, and the Wilkinson 
microgravity experiment and Tanner’s mission 
patch were carried into orbit on that flight. 

Tanner’s patch shows his obvious pride in 
his country, community and school, as well as 
his fellow students’ participation in the Student 
Spaceflight Experiments Program. His design 
was selected from more than 51,000 student 
designs from around the country. 

I ask all of my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Tanner Barndollar and all the other 
young Americans who participated in the 
NASA Student Spaceflight Experiments Pro-
gram. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM WOLFE 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor William Wolfe for his excep-
tional service to our nation and Missouri. Mr. 
Wolfe began his twenty years of military serv-
ice with the United States Army at the age of 
seventeen. During his years in the Army, he 
served as a pilot in the Vietnam War and flew 
AH–1 Cobra helicopters in combat. Two Pur-
ple Hearts were awarded to him for the 
wounds he endured during combat. He retired 
in 1980 at the rank of Captain. 

After having served in the military, he re-
turned home and began to explore different 
venues of business. He operated and owned 
a general store in Grandin, Missouri, for a 
number of years and in 1995 he formed a pri-

vately held company in Gravois Mills, Mis-
souri, called Chevron Sierra Land Co. This 
company sells parcels of land in Carter, Rip-
ley, Iron, Washington, Camden, and Morgan 
counties. 

William Wolfe’s service in the military has 
been truly admirable and his businesses have 
greatly benefited our Missouri community. It is 
my pleasure to recognize his achievements 
and service before the House of Representa-
tives. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO SALLY KNOWLES- 
JACKSON AND THE UNI-CAPITOL 
WASHINGTON INTERNSHIP PRO-
GRAM 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, as one of 
our closest allies, the nation of Australia has 
stood steadfast with the United States as we 
tackle issues of great importance to both na-
tions. Like any strong friendship, our bilateral 
relationship requires that we collaborate and 
exchange ideas. I have been fortunate to work 
with Ambassador Kim Beazley to foster com-
merce between Connecticut and Australia, and 
have had the pleasure of hosting the Ambas-
sador in my home state. And for many years, 
I have continued learning about Australia’s 
goals and priorities by hosting a series of intel-
ligent, dedicated, and curious young profes-
sionals in my office through the Uni-Capitol 
Washington Internship Program. 

The program places 15 students of Aus-
tralia’s best and brightest students in intern-
ships in Congressional offices, federal agen-
cies, and committees to lend an able hand to 
office operations, learn about American gov-
ernment, and serve as what they often call 
themselves: Unofficial Ambassadors. 

I would be remiss not to note that this im-
portant relationship would not be possible 
without the dedication of Mr. Eric Federing, 
who year after year shepherds a new genera-
tion of Australian students into our nation’s 
capital. Over the course of its 16 years, the 
Uni-Capitol Washington Internship Program 
has brought an impressive 170 students from 
10 Australian universities to the United States 
Congress. 

This year I was privileged to have Sally 
Knowles-Jackson join our office from the Uni-
versity of Melbourne where she is studying to 
be a lawyer. I would like to offer my sincere 
thanks to Sally for her hard work and dedica-
tion. Curious and positive, she quickly ad-
justed to the fast-paced life of a Congressional 
office and eagerly took on the tasks and re-
sponsibilities of her position. While in the 
UniCapitol program, she has had the oppor-
tunity to meet with officials from the Australian 
Embassy and the UN, attend briefings and 
hearings, meet with White House officials, 
members of the DC media, and learn the ins 
and outs of the Capitol building’s historic halls. 
Sally has been able to learn not only about life 
in D.C., but also about our constituents back 
home in Connecticut. 

When she returns to Melbourne next week 
it is my hope that Sally will bring with her an 
understanding of the American legislative 
process, knowledge of Washington, DC, and 

an appreciation for the enduring friendships 
our two nations have maintained. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to once more 
thank Eric, Sally, my colleagues who have 
also hosted their own Unofficial Australian Am-
bassadors, as well as the nation of Australia 
for sharing in this truly one-of-a kind experi-
ence. I look forward to welcoming future Uni- 
Capitol Washington Internship students into 
my office. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BLOOMINGTON 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the centennial celebration 
of the Greater Bloomington Chamber of Com-
merce. Since 1915, the Chamber of Com-
merce has been a vital resource for the better-
ment of business in the Bloomington, Indiana 
community. 

Over the past 100 years, the Greater 
Bloomington Chamber of Commerce has of-
fered exceptional leadership opportunities, 
meaningful volunteer activities and exclusive 
business-building programs. The Chamber is 
the region’s principal advocate for business. 
By providing chief support for local and state-
wide transportation projects, the development 
of public water resources and downtown revi-
talization projects, the Chamber demonstrates 
itself as a forward-thinking organization that is 
deeply concerned about the well-being of the 
community. In addition, its workforce pre-
paredness programming, aimed at the area’s 
large population of students and young profes-
sionals, exhibits a commitment to building bet-
ter business for future generations in Bloom-
ington. 

Bloomington’s local economy has greatly 
benefited from the Chamber’s work over the 
past century. As a result of its efforts, the Indi-
ana Chamber of Commerce named Bloom-
ington its 2011 Chamber of Year and its 2014 
Community of the Year. In 2012, the Chamber 
received the national Chamber of Year Award 
from the Association of Chamber of Com-
merce Executives, an accomplishment that is 
a testament to its outstanding service to the 
business community. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the Greater Bloomington Chamber 
of Commerce for its tireless years of dedica-
tion. I wish the Chamber continued success in 
its service to local business for the next 100 
years. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIVES 
LOST DURING THE KHOJALY 
MASSACRE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
again ask my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering the devastating atrocities that took 
place in Azerbaijani town of Khojaly on Feb-
ruary 26, 1992. Thanks to Armenian and Com-
monwealth of Independent States (CIS) forces 
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over the course of 22 hours, 613 civilian lives 
were lost. Innocent children, women and el-
derly men were brutally murdered. 

Since this tragedy took place in the early 
1990’s, Azerbaijan has worked to heal and be-
come a successful country, with a booming 
economy. As a result, the economy of Azer-
baijan is the fastest growing among the CIS 
states. In the turbulent geopolitical region, 
Azerbaijan is a reliable partner of the United 
States. Moreover, Azerbaijan is a close ally 
and trade partner with another strong Amer-
ican ally—Israel—in the region. 

Mr. Speaker, we must stand close by our al-
lies. That is why I urge my colleagues to rec-
ognize the human tragedy that occurred in 
Azerbaijan 23 years ago. Please, join me and 
all of our Azerbaijani friends in commemo-
rating the lives lost during the Khojaly mas-
sacre. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS LEAGUE OF 
WOMEN VOTERS OF THE SAN 
BERNARDINO AREA FOR ITS 
60TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the League of Women Voters of the 
San Bernardino Area celebrating its 60th year 
anniversary. 

Irmagard Blum, Margaret Chandler, Sibyl 
Disch, Joan Fallert, Jane Hall, Sally Hartley, 
Jerry Keller, Jane Kotnerm, Ruther Kekkonen, 
Gerry Pico, Jackie Russler, and Nancy Smith 
founded the League of Women Voters of San 
Bernardino on March 17, 1955. The League of 
Women Voters of San Bernardino objective is 
to promote political participation amongst citi-
zens, especially women, without partisan bias. 
The League of Women voters of San 
Bernardino continue their commitment to sup-
port political action and advocacy. For its past 
60 years, this organization has committed over 
six decades to support local services for vot-
ers, from registration, serving as a witness, 
and partake in other acts to ensure citizen 
participation in and oversight of the election 
process. 

The League of Women Voters in San 
Bernardino Area educates citizens on issues 
and candidates, supports voter registration, 
and encourages citizens to create and imple-
ment positive policy in Congress. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
ANDREW MARSHALL 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in recogni-
tion of Andrew Marshall, the recently retired 
Director of the Pentagon’s Office of Net As-
sessment, and the more than 41 years of dis-
tinguished and dedicated service that he has 
rendered to his office and his country. Always 
one to avoid the limelight and shun the rec-
ognition he deserves, Mr. Marshall has quietly 
but ably served twelve different Secretaries of 

Defense and been appointed and reappointed 
to his long-held position by no fewer than 
eight U.S. Presidents—Republican and Demo-
crat alike. His accomplishments as a practi-
tioner and proponent of net assessment and 
truly strategic thinking have shaped U.S. pol-
icy for decades and changed the way that 
generations of strategists and policymakers 
thought—and will continue to think—about de-
fense. He has my thanks and those of a grate-
ful nation. 

f 

PATRICK SULLIVAN TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Patrick Sullivan, Rio Grande County’s 
Road and Bridge Supervisor and the 2014 re-
cipient of the Colorado Association of Road 
Supervisors and Engineers Supervisor of the 
Year Award. 

In addition to his 35 years with Rio Grande 
County, the glowing letters of recommendation 
he received from his community speak to Mr. 
Sullivan’s dedication. In addition to his duties 
as Road and Bridge Supervisor, he also 
serves as assistant fire chief for the Monte 
Vista Fire Department. He received rec-
ommendations from the Colorado State Patrol 
and the SLV Hazardous Substance Board, 
who both emphasized his unflagging devotion 
to Rio Grande County. 

According to his coworkers, Mr. Sullivan 
goes above and beyond, and performs his du-
ties with a commitment to excellence and 
dedication to his team. Their recommenda-
tions and the nomination speak to the mutual 
commitment he and his team has to public 
safety and their community. For Mr. Sullivan, 
his duties are more than a job; they are a way 
to serve and strengthen his community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Pat-
rick Sullivan. He is not only a hard working 
civil servant but a dedicated husband and fa-
ther. His contributions have and will continue 
to make Rio Grande County a great place to 
live for those who call it home. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I was not present for 
roll call votes 84–85 due to a family emer-
gency. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yes on #84 and yes on #85. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF KYLEE 
MCCUMBER 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the work of the founder of Kylee’s 
Kare Kits for Kidz, Inc., Kylee McCumber. Cur-

rently a 7th grader at Sky View Middle School 
in Leominster, Massachusetts, Kylee is an ex-
ceptional young activist who began this non- 
profit organization at the age of 10 to help 
food insecure children in her school. 

In 2012, Kylee recognized that there were 
children going hungry on the weekends be-
cause they didn’t have enough food to eat. 
Kylee started out with a goal to help 10 chil-
dren per week by providing them with a ‘‘kare 
kit’’ of non-perishable food items to take home 
over the weekend. Today, Kylee, along with 
the help of her family and fellow classmates 
have been providing ‘‘kare kits’’ of non-perish-
able food items to over 200 students every 
Friday. 

Last fall, as part of the Unilever Project Sun-
light program, Kylee traveled to Mumbai, India 
to film a commercial to raise awareness about 
child hunger. In the commercial Kylee states, 
‘‘The enemy is hunger—not the hungry.’’ 
When asked why she does what she does, 
she simply states ‘‘It is better to give than re-
ceive and I receive so much more than what 
I give. It is so important to be grateful for all 
we have and pay it forward when we can.’’ 
The work that Kylee is doing to end hunger is 
truly inspirational. She is a leader and role 
model. I am proud to represent Kylee, and I 
thank Kylee for her extraordinary service to 
the City of Leominster. I know that all of my 
colleagues in the House will join me in paying 
tribute to this remarkable young woman. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on February 24, 
2015 I was unable to be present and missed 
the following votes: 

On Roll Call vote 84, on Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass, As Amended, H.R. 212, 
the Drinking Water Protection Act, I would 
have voted Yes. 

On Roll Call Vote 85, on Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and pass H.R. 734, the FCC Con-
solidated Reporting Act of 2015, I would have 
voted Yes. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. TERRY 
WAGONER ON THE OCCASION OF 
HER RETIREMENT 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mrs. Terry Wagoner of Royal 
Oak, Michigan, on her retirement from William 
Beaumont Hospital after 44 years of dedicated 
service as a Registered Nurse. 

Mrs. Wagoner began her nursing career at 
Beaumont after graduating from Grace Nurs-
ing School in Detroit, Michigan, in 1970. Her 
time at Beaumont spanned the hospital’s 
growth from a community hospital to one of 
the nation’s leading hospitals. 

Predominantly working with medical and 
geriatric patients throughout her career, Mrs. 
Wagoner’s kindness and compassion have 
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made her one of Beaumont’s top nurses and 
a mentor to the generations that have followed 
in her footsteps. Mrs. Wagoner’s dedication to 
the care and well-being of her patients often 
included taking care of the emotional needs of 
their family members. Holidays with her own 
family often included a family member of a pa-
tient who had nowhere to go. 

Mrs. Wagoner has given tirelessly to William 
Beaumont Hospital, to her patients, to her col-
leagues and to her family. I am proud to con-
gratulate her on this accomplishment, and 
wish her well in a retirement that is so richly 
deserved. 

f 

THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
BROADCASTERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO THEIR LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to formally recognize the contribu-
tion of broadcasters across the country and 
from my home state of Georgia. Every com-
munity is impacted by broadcasters, the indi-
viduals who have dedicated their lives to dis-
seminating important information by radio and 
television. As north Georgia prepares for 
snow, ice and sleet today and tonight—broad-
casters are my constituents’ go-to source for 
the latest on road conditions, power outages 
and school closings. We turn to broadcasters 
first—whether we are in our cars listening to 
the radio, or watching the news on television 
at home. 

There are over 500 local radio and tele-
vision stations in Georgia. In 2014 alone, local 
radio and television stations in Georgia pro-
duced over 50,000 hours of original over-the- 
air news programming, representing an in-
crease from 2013. Broadcasters have created 
over 85,000 jobs in Georgia and the radio and 
television industry had an economic impact on 
Georgia of over $39 billion in 2012. 

f 

COMMENDING THE CITY OF HAT-
TIESBURG FOR DECLARING THE 
MONTH OF MARCH AS MARCH 
FOR MEALS MONTH 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer my sincerest appreciation and admiration 
to the City of Hattiesburg, the Honorable 
Mayor Johnny Dupree, and all who were in-
volved in declaring the month of March as 
March for Meals Month in Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi. March for Meals commemorates the 
hard-work and selfless dedication of the 
MEALS ON WHEELS program, which brings 
hot meals to the homes of those in need. 

I especially want to acknowledge the men 
and women who volunteer and work tirelessly 
to ensure that the MEALS ON WHEELS pro-
gram at Christian Services, Inc. is a success. 
The program has proven to be a valuable re-
source to older adults and homebound individ-
uals in the City of Hattiesburg and its sur-

rounding areas. In 2014, over 78,000 meals 
were delivered through MEALS ON WHEELS. 
Providing hot meals everyday not only meets 
the physical needs of the elderly and home-
bound but the smiles and kind words that 
MEALS ON WHEELS volunteers bring with 
each meal offer joy and hope with each deliv-
ery. 

With the increasing need for programs to 
feed the homebound and seniors in our area, 
Christian Services has partnered with the City 
of Hattiesburg and the national MEALS ON 
WHEELS ‘‘No Senior Goes Hungry’’ campaign 
to raise awareness to the program and its 
contribution to the community. On behalf of 
the Fourth Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, I wish MEALS ON WHEELS con-
tinued success in their valiant effort to help 
their fellow man and commend the City of Hat-
tiesburg for declaring March to be March for 
Meals Month. 

f 

AUTISM SOCIETY OF AMERICA’S 
50TH YEAR CELEBRATION 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to call attention to the Autism Soci-
ety of America’s 50th Year Celebration and 
commemorate the organization on five dec-
ades of extraordinary service and effective ad-
vocacy on behalf of the autism community. 

In 1964, concerned parents of children with 
autism—including Ruth Sullivan, Dr. Bernie 
Rimand and Dan Torisky—joined together to 
form what is now called the Autism Society of 
America. Continuing to implement the vision of 
its founders, the Society today is a grassroots 
organization that ensures parents have quality 
options and the supports necessary for their 
child to live and prosper in our communities. 

The Autism Society of America and its 104 
local and state affiliates work towards one 
goal: to help each individual with autism maxi-
mize his or her quality of life. 

Having worked with the Society’s remark-
able president Scott Badesch—a tenacious 
and wise leader—I can attest to the dedication 
and commitment of the organization’s leader-
ship, and its staff and volunteers. Each person 
who comes to the Autism Society gains the 
knowledge that accompanies 50 years of ex-
perience to help ensure a life of dignity, re-
spect and opportunity. 

The organization has played a critical role in 
the enactment of many landmark pieces of 
legislation for individuals with disabilities—in-
cluding the three laws I have written that pro-
vide federal resources for research, services 
and supports for children and adults with au-
tism. 

Today, the Society’s mission and work has 
never been more important or more timely. 
We as a nation are in the midst of a huge yet 
largely invisible crisis that begs serious focus 
and durable remedies. 

I am referring to the aging out crisis. 
Every year, 50,000 young people on the au-

tism spectrum matriculate into adulthood and 
are in the process of losing essential services. 
Individuals with autism in the aging out gen-
eration and their parents find themselves en-

tering into a system unprepared to meet their 
needs, and one that disincentivizes the oppor-
tunity and independence the Society has 
worked to achieve. 

With the strong support and hard work of 
the Society, last Congress, we enacted my 
Autism CARES Act which calls for an agency 
report that lays the foundation for better ad-
dressing the aging out crisis. 

The Society provided extremely valuable 
input into my legislation, now P.L. 113–157, 
which authorizes $1.3 billion over five years to 
continue the critical pipeline of federal re-
search dollars, and was the first piece of en-
acted legislation to address aging out. The Au-
tism CARES Act tasked multiple Federal 
agencies to provide a comprehensive study on 
the needs of autistic young adults and 
transitioning youth and how they can better 
shape policies and programs to meet these 
needs. 

This important law—like so many critical 
policy changes over the past 50 years—would 
not have been possible without the Autism So-
ciety of America. 

I am so proud of and deeply grateful for the 
work of all of the volunteers and staff of the 
Autism Society of America and their affiliates. 
Thank you for your hard work and daily com-
mitment to improving the lives of individuals 
with autism. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
85 on H.R. 734, I am not recorded due to in-
clement weather resulting in a travel delay. 
Had I been present, I would have voted Aye. 

f 

WELCOMING ONA BROWN TO 
‘‘MOVING FORWARD AND SET-
TING THE WORLD’’ 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
welcome Ms. Ona Brown to the annual Black 
History Month event ‘‘Moving Forward and 
Setting the World,’’ organized by the Canisius 
College Academic Talent Search Program. 
The Moving Forward and Setting the World 
event will feature the African-German Art Exhi-
bition from Homestory, Germany to honor 
Black History Month. 

The Canisius College Academic Talent 
Search Program, the host of this event, has 
shaped a positive impact on many Western 
New York communities. The program is 
among eight federally funded TRiO programs 
established under Title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation act of 1965. The Academic Talent 
Search Program provides educational, social 
and career support services for individuals 
with disadvantaged backgrounds in local 
schools and community service organizations. 

Ms. Ona Brown, whom I welcome to this 
event, has recently been named one of the 
top five speakers in the world by Toastmasters 
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International. With more than fifteen years of 
public speaking experience Ms. Brown works 
with her consulting firm World Network Now to 
inspire and empower individuals around the 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rise 
today to welcome the accomplished Ms. Ona 
Brown. I ask you to join me in thanking Ms. 
Brown for speaking at this valued local event. 
I wish Ms. Brown the best on her mission to 
change the lives of individuals across the 
globe. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF KATHLEEN 
HODEL 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an exemplary Arizonan, volunteer 
and fundraiser. Kathleen Hodel has become 
one of Lake Havasu City’s greatest assets 
over her 20-year career. During this time she 
has been involved with and served on the 
boards of some 18 community organizations. 

Two years ago, Kathy Hodel was diagnosed 
with an aggressive form of bone cancer. The 
irony of the situation that Kathy has spent 
years of her life fundraising for cancer re-
search and cancer patients is not lost. She still 
continues fundraising and is an active member 
of her community. 

Some of Ms. Hodel’s most lasting efforts 
can be attributed to the fundraising she has 
done on behalf of Mohave Community College 
Foundation, resulting in a new library, class-
room buildings, and scholarships for students. 

Her list of achievements and awards is long 
and well-deserved. Most recently, in Novem-
ber of 2014, Kathy Hodel was recognized by 
the Greater Arizona Chapter of the Associa-
tion of Fundraising Professionals with the Spir-
it of Philanthropy Award at the 30th Annual 
Leadership in Philanthropy Awards Dinner. 

It is my honor to commend Kathy Hodel for 
being such a shining beacon of positive influ-
ence and selflessness in the Mohave County 
community. She is an example to us all of 
what can be achieved with hard work, deter-
mination, enthusiasm and compassion. Kathy, 
we thank you for your lifetime of service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL WILLIAM B. 
WALKUP—TENNESSEE AIR NA-
TIONAL GUARD 

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Colonel William B. Walkup, Com-
mander of the Tennessee National Guard’s 
118th Wing, Mission Support Group. 

After 32 years of dedicated service to our 
state and country, Colonel Walkup has an-
nounced his retirement, effective April 18, 
2015. 

Through the numerous roles and positions 
of leadership, Colonel Walkup has made a 
lasting impact on the guardsmen of the 118th 
Wing and our state’s Air National Guard. 

Over the past three decades, Colonel Walk-
up was a Squadron Navigator, Chief of Cur-
rent Operations, Chief Navigator, Operations 
Support Squadron Commander, Aircraft Main-
tenance Squadron Commander and Mainte-
nance Group Commander. Colonel Walkup 
has participated in deployments to the Middle 
East, Europe, Central and South America, and 
Southwest Asia. He has flown combat and 
support missions in Somalia, Bosnia and 
Southwest Asia. 

While deployed abroad during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, Colonel Walkup served as the 
485th Deputy Maintenance Group Com-
mander, in charge of the largest C–130 contin-
gent in the war with 46 assigned aircrafts. In 
addition, Colonel Walkup served as the 486th 
and 332nd Maintenance Group Commander, 
during which he successfully lead over two 
hundred members in humanitarian, logistics 
and aircraft maintenance support with deploy-
ments to Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates and Kuwait for Operation En-
during Freedom, Operation Joint Forge, the 
Global War on Terrorism, and Operation Uni-
fied Response. 

Colonel Walkup’s success as a guardsman 
is the product of hard work, an exceptional 
level of dedication, and a love for country that 
is unparalleled. 

Mr. Speaker, this recognition is certainly 
well-deserved and is a testament to the her-
oism and dedication to duty that has marked 
Colonel Walkup’s exemplary service in the 
Tennessee Air National Guard. I, along with 
the citizens of a grateful state and nation, ex-
tend a heartfelt thanks for his outstanding 
service to this great country and wish him the 
very best upon his retirement. 

f 

THE MEDICAID PHYSICIAN SELF– 
REFERRAL ACT OF 2015 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Medicaid Physician Self-Re-
ferral Act of 2015. This bill makes a necessary 
clarification to Section 1902 of the Social Se-
curity Act. It provides that Medicaid designated 
health services claims are subject to the same 
requirements as Medicare designated health 
services claims under the Physician Self-Re-
ferral Law. 

Currently, there is uncertainty among stake-
holders regarding the extent to which the re-
quirements of the Physician Self-Referral Law 
apply to Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 
As a result, an important tool for fighting fraud 
in the healthcare system—which has success-
fully been employed for many years in the 
Medicare program—is underutilized in the 
Medicaid context. Congressional action is 
needed to provide legislative clarity that will 
strengthen the integrity of the Medicaid pro-
gram in this area. 

Health care providers subject to the Physi-
cian Self-Referral Law should not be able to 
avoid penalties simply because a claim is a 
Medicaid claim rather than a Medicare claim. 
Both programs involve taxpayer money and 
we need to ensure that law enforcement offi-
cials have the tools they need to combat 
fraud, waste, and abuse. 

Although the law has long provided that the 
Medicaid and Medicare programs are on equal 
footing with respect to the Physician Self-Re-
ferral Law, this bill leaves no doubt that Con-
gress intends this to be the case. 

f 

HONORING LARRY SHARP 

HON. PETE AGUILAR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Larry Sharp, a 
community leader from California’s Inland Em-
pire. Over the course of his career, Larry 
Sharp was a consistent advocate for working 
families. From his leadership on crucial eco-
nomic projects, to his devotion to public edu-
cation, to his dedication to support local busi-
nesses, Larry was an integral part of our com-
munity. 

While Larry was the successful CEO and 
President of Arrowhead Credit Union, he was 
better known in the community as a leader, 
activist, father, and grandfather. He was a true 
community leader, never failing to stand up 
and defend his friends or neighbors when they 
were in need. During one of the most difficult 
times in recent memory, the 2008 economic 
crisis, Larry was at the forefront of helping In-
land Empire residents facing housing and fi-
nancial challenges. He worked with Repub-
licans and Democrats at all levels of govern-
ment, as long as it meant he was working on 
behalf of his community. 

Larry was a leader, an advocate, but most 
importantly—he was a dear friend and mentor. 
He served his community for decades, and we 
are so much better for it. He will be dearly 
missed by his wife Cassie, five children, four 
grandchildren, and the entire Inland Empire 
Community. We will always be indebted to him 
for his devotion and work that bettered the 
lives of San Bernardino County’s working fam-
ilies. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND MED-
ICAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF DR. 
JOHN SHEA, JR. 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and medical contributions of re-
nowned surgeon, innovator and ‘‘father of mid-
dle-ear surgery,’’ Memphian Dr. John Shea, 
Jr. A graduate of the University of Notre Dame 
and Harvard Medical School, Dr. Shea served 
in the Korean War before returning to Mem-
phis and taking over his father’s medical prac-
tice in 1952. Two years later, he traveled to 
Vienna, Austria where he began extensive re-
search into otosclerosis that would lead to his 
inventing the world’s first prosthetic stapes— 
the tiny stirrup-shaped bone in the middle 
ear—and performing the groundbreaking 
stapedectomy procedure, which has since 
been used by doctors worldwide. 

While in Vienna, he read German manu-
scripts on otosclerosis, which is a condition of 
the inner ear that causes calcification of the 
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stapes and is considered a leading cause of 
deafness. Although the medical community 
ended surgical attempts to address this condi-
tion 50 years earlier, Dr. Shea had a vision to 
combat this cause of deafness in middle-aged 
adults by replacing the calcified bone with a 
prosthetic. While many of his colleagues ques-
tioned the procedure as dangerous, Dr. Shea 
was convinced through his research that the 
revolutionary surgery would work. On May 1, 
1956, he successfully performed the first 
stapedectomy and went on to repeat the pro-
cedure nearly 50,000 times during his career 
before retiring in 2011. 

In addition to inventing the prosthetic stapes 
and developing the stapedectomy, Dr. Shea 
contributed to otology surgical instruments, in-
cluding drills and microscopes, and 
intratympanic perfusion treatment for 
Meniere’s disease or spontaneous vertigo. His 
ingenuity earned him a spot on the London 
Times list of ‘‘1,000 Makers of the Twentieth 
Century’’ and a 1962 featured cover article in 
Life magazine as one of five people who were 
recognized as part of ‘‘The Takeover Genera-
tion.’’ In 2013, he donated 406 papers, includ-
ing over 300 published articles, documenting 
his life’s work to the local Memphis Public Li-
brary’s Memphis Room. Dr. Shea belonged to 
more than 50 scientific societies, and was a 
clinical professor in the otolaryngology depart-
ments of the University of Tennessee, the Uni-
versity of Mississippi, the University of North 
Carolina and Tulane University. Additionally, 
he received honorary doctorates from Mem-
phis schools Christian Brothers University and 
Rhodes College, and an honorary fellowship 
from the Australian and English Royal College 
of Surgeons. 

In 1985, Dr. Shea opened the Shea Ear 
Clinic at Poplar and Ridgeway in Memphis 
where his son, Dr. Paul Shea, continues the 
family practice today. Dr. Shea, Jr. was a pio-
neer in the field of otology and a legendary 
doctor who helped usher in a new era of treat-
ment. He came from one family of physicians 
and leaves behind another. My father, Dr. 
Morris D. Cohen, taught me about Dr. Shea, 
Sr. and Jr. and always spoke admiringly of 
them and their level of professionalism. While 
many Memphis physicians have received na-
tional acclaim, none have been more re-
nowned than Dr. John Shea, Jr. Memphis will 
miss Dr. John Shea, Jr., and I send my con-
dolences to his wife Lynda Lee Mead; sons 
Paul and Dr. John Shea III (private practice 
otologist); daughters Susanna Shea and 
Wendy Canarios; seven grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren; and his friends and 
loved ones. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the life and medical contributions 
of Dr. John Shea, Jr. His was a life well-lived. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN FLEMING 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
be in Washington for votes on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 24, 2015. Winter weather conditions in 
Northern Louisiana caused my flight to be 
cancelled. Had I been in attendance, I would 
have voted NAY on H.R. 212 and AYE on 
H.R. 734. 

HONORING DR. ERNO DANIEL 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the memory of Dr. Erno Scipiades Dan-
iel who passed away on February 21, 2015. 
Dr. Daniel was a devoted and renowned phy-
sician in our local community of Santa Bar-
bara, California and although he has passed, 
his legacy will remain with us for years to 
come. 

Dr. Daniel was born on December 15, 1946 
in Budapest, Hungary and as a child lived 
through the Hungarian Revolution of 1956. As 
a teenager he immigrated to the United States 
with his mother and sister to reunite with his 
father who left for the U.S. a decade earlier. 
In 1964, Dr. Daniel not only earned his Amer-
ican citizenship, but also a high school di-
ploma from Santa Barbara High School. He 
continued his studies at the California Institute 
of Technology earning an undergraduate de-
gree in chemistry, later receiving a master’s 
degree and PhD from the University of Cali-
fornia, San Diego. An outstanding and hard-
working student, Dr. Daniel then graduated 
from medical school at the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, where he also completed 
his residency in internal medicine. 

Dr. Daniel is known as a dedicated and dis-
tinguished physician throughout our commu-
nity where he practiced at the local Sansum 
Clinic since 1978. Later in his life he also 
served as the medical director of the Vista del 
Monte Rehabilitation and Care Center, was on 
the medical and scientific advisory board of 
the Center for Cognitive Fitness and Innova-
tive Therapies of Santa Barbara, and devoted 
his time at Santa Barbara’s Cottage Hospital 
teaching in the internal medicine residency 
program. Known for his expertise in geriatric 
medicine, Dr. Daniel established himself as a 
leading educator in dementia and Alzheimer’s 
disease. He traveled across the United States 
lecturing on these diseases and was the au-
thor of a variety of educational sources dis-
cussing the topic. 

Not only was Dr. Daniel a brilliant physician, 
but also a loving husband, father, and grand-
father. Married to the love of his life for over 
38 years, there was nothing that brought him 
greater happiness than his family. His medical 
legacy and kindness towards others will live 
on through both his family and the numerous 
patients whose lives he touched throughout 
his professional career. He will be greatly 
missed by his colleagues, patients, family, and 
the greater Santa Barbara community. 

I offer my heartfelt condolences to Dr. Dan-
iel’s family and friends, and ask my colleagues 
to join me in honoring this exemplary citizen 
and member of the Santa Barbara community. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 

Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
February 26, 2015 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MARCH 3 

9 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2016 for the Department of 
Commerce and the Department of 
Transportation. 

SR–253 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine a review of 

the Defense Authorization Request for 
fiscal year 2016 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

SH–216 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine Federal Re-

serve accountability and reform. 
SD–538 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Immigration and the Na-

tional Interest 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

United States citizenship and immigra-
tion services, focusing on ensuring 
angency priorities comply with the 
law. 

SD–226 

MARCH 4 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the President’s proposed budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2016 for the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. 

SD–406 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of the Inte-

rior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2016 for the Department of 
the Interior. 

SD–124 
Committee on the Budget 

To hold hearings to examine wasteful du-
plication in the Federal government. 

SD–608 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Surface Transportation 

and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, 
Safety and Security 

To hold hearings to examine surface 
transportation reauthorization, focus-
ing on oversight and reform of the Fed-
eral Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion. 

SR–253 
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Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Business meeting to consider an original 

bill entitled, ‘‘Inspector General Em-
powerment Act of 2015’’, S. 280, to im-
prove the efficiency, management, and 
interagency coordination of the Fed-
eral permitting process through re-
forms overseen by the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, H.R. 
460, to direct the Secretary of Home-
land Security to train Department of 
Homeland Security personnel how to 
effectively deter, detect, disrupt, and 
prevent human trafficking during the 
course of their primary roles and re-
sponsibilities, H.R. 615, to amend the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 to re-
quire the Under Secretary for Manage-
ment of the Department of Homeland 
Security to take administrative action 
to achieve and maintain interoperable 
communications capabilities among 
the components of the Department of 
Homeland Security, an original bill en-
titled, ‘‘Federal Improper Payments 
Coordination Act’’, an original bill en-
titled, ‘‘Presidential Library Donations 
Act’’, an original bill entitled, ‘‘Fed-
eral Vehicle Repair Costs Savings 
Act’’, S. 546, to establish the Railroad 
Emergency Services Preparedness, 
Operational Needs, and Safety Evalua-
tion (RESPONSE) Subcommittee under 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s National Advisory Council to 
provide recommendations on emer-
gency responder training and resources 
relating to hazardous materials inci-
dents involving railroads, S. 242, to 
amend title 5, United States Code, to 
provide leave to any new Federal em-
ployee who is a veteran with a service- 
connected disability rated at 30 percent 
or more for purposes of undergoing 
medical treatment for such disability, 
S. 86, to amend title 44 of the United 
States Code, to provide for the suspen-
sion of fines under certain cir-
cumstances for first-time paperwork 
violations by small business concerns, 
and S. 136, to amend chapter 21 of title 
5, United States Code, to provide that 
fathers of certain permanently disabled 
or deceased veterans shall be included 
with mothers of such veterans as pref-
erence eligibles for treatment in the 
civil service. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine whistle-
blower retaliation at the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, focusing on im-
proving protections and oversight. 

SD–226 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

SD–G50 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2016 for the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps. 

SD–192 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Devel-

opment 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2016 for the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission. 

SD–192 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Personnel 

To hold hearings to examine the Active, 
Guard, Reserve, and civilian personnel 
programs in review of the Defense Au-
thorization Request for fiscal year 2016 
and the Future Years Defense Pro-
gram. 

SR–232A 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 438, to 
provide for the repair, replacement, 
and maintenance of certain Indian irri-
gation projects. 

SD–628 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine the Eco-
nomic Report of the President 2015. 

SD–106 
3:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States nuclear weapons policy, pro-
grams, and strategy in review of the 
Defense Authorization Request for fis-
cal year 2016 and the Future Years De-
fense Program. 

SR–222 

MARCH 5 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the postures 
on the Department of the Army and 
the Department of the Air Force in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2016 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

To hold hearings to examine opportuni-
ties for the United States to build on 
its status as an Arctic nation for the 
betterment of the nation and those who 
live in the Arctic. 

SD–366 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine America’s 

health information technology (IT) 

transformation, focusing on trans-
lating the promise of electronic health 
records into better care. 

SD–430 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation 
from the American Veterans, Para-
lyzed Veterans of America, Military Of-
ficers Association of America, Military 
Order of the Purple Heart, Iraq and Af-
ghanistan Veterans of America, Viet-
nam Veterans of America, Blinded Vet-
erans Association, and the National 
Council on Aging. 

CHOB–345 

MARCH 12 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To receive a closed briefing on missile 
defense programs in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for fiscal 
year 2016 and the Future Years Defense 
Program. 

SVC–217 

MARCH 17 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the state of 

technological innovation related to the 
electric grid. 

SD–366 

MARCH 18 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation 
from multiple veterans service organi-
zations. 

SD–G50 

MARCH 24 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine manage-

ment reforms to improve forest health 
and socioeconomic opportunities on 
the nation’s forest system. 

SD–366 

MARCH 25 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine ballistic 
missile defense programs in review of 
the Defense Authorization Request for 
fiscal year 2016 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

SR–222 
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